LECTURE II.

The Authorities on which our Knowledge of
Buddhism is Based.

HOW keen must have been the intellectual
pleasure of that small band of scholars in the
West of Europe, who, at the end of the fifteenth
century, were able to appreciate the meaning and the
value of Greek MSS. The taking of Constantinople
by the Turks (1453) was ^he las^ step in a great
catastrophe which threatened no less than destruc-
tion to the MS. treasures preserved in the Greek
Empire, and death or poverty to their cultured if
effeminate owners. The owners were scattered to
the West, and their MSS. changed hands and found
new homes. Whoever has had the good fortune
to study the entrancing story of that time, more
especially as it is focussed in the life of Scaliger,
will be able to realise the vivid state of expectancy
with which the advent of each new MS. was hailed.
The scholars had a very considerable knowledge
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